MARYLAND MEDICAID ADVISORY COMMITTEE   

DATE:

   Thursday, June 25, 2015

TIME:

   1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

  

LOCATION:    Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

   201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3
               Baltimore, Maryland  21201
******************************************************************************

AGENDA

I.      Departmental Update – Shannon McMahon 

a. Governor’s Day of Service – Request for Volunteer Opportunities

II.      MAGI Medicaid Renewal Process and Outreach Strategies

a. DHMH and Local Health Departments – Debbie Ruppert and Alice Middleton

b. Local Department of Social Services – Rosemary Malone, Ann Flagg and Vesta Kimble

c. MHBE and Connector Entities – Jonathan Kromm – MHBE, Mark Romaninsky – Seedco  and Lena Bloom Hershkovitz – HealthCare Access Maryland

d. MCO Efforts – Dianna Rosborough and Kathleen Loughran, Amerigroup 

e. Community Strategies – Vinny DeMarco – Health Care for All 
f. Providers and Group Discussion – Committee Members

g. Next Steps – Shannon McMahon

III.      Faith- Based Community Initiative – Vincent DeMarco and Suzanne Schlattman

IV.      Behavioral Health System Report – Daryl Plevy

V.      Waiver, State Plan and Regulations Changes – Susan Tucker 

VI.      Public Comments

VII. Adjournment

Date and Location of Next Meeting:

Thursday, July 23, 2015, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.

Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

201 W. Preston Street, Lobby Conference Room L-3

Baltimore, Maryland

Staff Contact: Ms. Carrol Barnes - (410) 767-5213 
Committee members are asked to call staff if unable to attend
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Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee

May 28, 2015
Call to Order and Approval of Minutes

Mr. Kevin Lindamood, Chair, called to order the meeting of the Maryland Medicaid Advisory Committee (MMAC) at 1:10 p.m.  Committee members approved the minutes from the April 23, 2015 meeting as written.  Ms. Donna Fortson attended the meeting for Samuel Ross, M.D., Juliene Chan, M.D. attended for Ulder Tillman, M.D., Linda Forsyth attended for Senator Delores Kelley and Mr. Eli Berns-Zieve attended for Senator Shirley Nathan-Pulliam.
Departmental Report 

Ms. Shannon McMahon, Deputy Secretary for Health Care Financing, informed the Committee that the Governor will fund Medicaid-related items in Section 48 of the budget bill.  This is good news for Medicaid from a rate prospective.
The Department continues to spend a lot of time working through Medicaid related issues that have arose as a result of the Baltimore City riots.  The Department and especially my staff were tracking what pharmacies were open or closed and where people could go to get rides to the pharmacy. The managed care organizations (MCOs) notified recipients by text, phone or going door to door to make sure individuals knew their pharmacy or methadone clinic was closed and helped access those services elsewhere.  This was an opportunity for the Department to examine our continuity of operations should another emergency event happen in the future.
A demonstration opportunity has come out of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration as a result of Section 223 of the Protecting Access to Medicare Act of 2014.  This is a two year pilot planning grant for $2 million.  It will be awarded to up to 25 states to begin planning for certified community behavioral health clinic.  There was a bill this session related to this grant opportunity that did not pass.  The bill would have required the Department to apply for this demonstration.  Competition for this money is going to be intense as states are really thinking about this from an innovative prospective.  Phase two of this would be to actually implement with only having 8 states participate from that point on.
There were six states that the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) identified as performing higher than they have in the past and rising above other states in the country on child health quality performance and Maryland was one of those states.  

There are a number of seats on the MMAC whose terms are coming to an end on June 30, 2015.  The Department has asked those individuals to reapply if interested in continuing on the Committee and will be asking interested organizations, associations and stakeholder groups to apply to join this Committee.  The Department has to be mindful of attendance and geographic distribution on this Committee.  
The Department will be hosting a public hearing directly after this MMAC meeting 3-5 p.m. on the Institutions for Mental Disease (IMD) Exclusion Waiver.  We are requesting a waiver to  allow IMDs to receive federal matching dollars for adults who receive services in these facilities not only for psychiatric services but also for substance use services.  We are hoping to submit the waiver amendment by the end of June.  
A motion was made to have the Committee send a letter to the Governor through the Secretary thanking him for releasing the health care funds.  The motion was second and unanimously approved.

The 648 page managed care regulations were released on Tuesday by CMS.  There is a lot to digest regarding network adequacy, quality and our existing accreditation requirements for MCOs.   

HSCRC Update

Mr. Steve Ports, Deputy Director, Policy and Operations, gave the Committee an overview on who the HSCRC is and the new All-Payer Model for Maryland Hospitals (see attached handout).  Del. Joseline Peña-Melnyk asked Mr. Ports to come to one of the Health and Government Operations committee briefings scheduled for September 15, 2015 and December 15, 2015 to give this presentation.  
Enrollment and ACA Update

Ms. Shannon McMahon informed the Committee that periodically they will be receiving a Maryland Medicaid and You document that illustrates the impact and success of Medicaid on enrollment, children and economic development across populations (see attached handout).  
Ms. McMahon also provided the Committee with a Medicaid update that included enrollment, redeterminations, the Health Benefits Exchange and Hospital Presumptive Eligibility (see attached handout).

MAGI Medicaid Renewal Process 

Ms. Rosemary Malone, Executive Director of Family Investment, Department of Human Resources informed the Committee that there are approximately 311,000 cases that are still on the Client Automated Resource and Eligibility System (CARES) that are going to need to renew their coverage this year.  There will be a spike in September in the number of cases that will have to renew that month.  
People whose cases are in the local department of social services (DSS) come into the office for their re-determination.  They expect the case worker to help them re-determine eligibility.  Many do not have home computers and because they have to put their information into the Maryland Health Connection (MHC) system themselves, they opt to come in to the local DSS office to get help.  We have computer labs at each DSS and a person in each of these labs to help people apply on MHC using those computers.  In the re-determination notices that go out 80 days before the end of the certification period, we tell people they must reapply on the new system how they can reapply.  It informs them that they can apply on line, call the Customer Care Center for help or come into the local departments.

We are working with the local departments of social services to modify their business plans to show how that they will deal with the influx of people we expect for them to see this summer.  We have 40 Family Administration staff out in the local departments who are dedicated to getting verifications from the Maryland Health Connection and using them to complete the eligibility process for pending applications.

We will continue to serve SNAP (food stamp) individuals, Cash Assistance individuals, as well as all of the Medicaid categories that will stay on CARES including long term care, foster care and Department of Juvenile Services children and Emergency Medicaid.

We will be working closely with front desk staff in every local department to make sure that people get referred to the right place when people come in and say they have a Medicaid re-determination.and they need to reapply on the Maryland Health Connection or in CARES. 
Budget Update
Mr. Hank Fitzer, Deputy Director, Office of Finance, provided the Committee with an update on specific funding provisions of the fiscal year (FY) 2016 appropriations for the Medicaid program (see attached handout).  

Behavioral Health Services Report

Ms. Daryl Plevy, Deputy Director of Operations, Behavioral Health Administration (BHA), informed the Committee that there has been a lot of interest in the percentage of consents we have received to share information.  We are currently at 74%.  

Waiver, State Plan and Regulation Changes

Mark Leeds, Director, Long Term Services and Supports Administration, gave an update concerning regulations, waivers and state plan amendments (SPAs).    

Mr. Leeds, informed the Committee that there is a package of HealthChoice related regulations which are strictly updates and clarification that we anticipate will be published in the Maryland Register on June 26, 2015 that will start a comment period.

The Physician Assistant regulations were adopted effective May 11, 2015 and we expect the final action on the Community First Choice regulations to be published in the Maryland Register tomorrow.

There has been no change in waivers or State Plan Amendments since the previous update.  
Public Comments 
There were no public comments.
Adjournment

Mr. Lindamood adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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